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Figure 1. Map of Arasbaran protected area.
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Figure 2. Steps to identify and prioritize components
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Table 2. Effective components on tourism development in forest areas
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Table 3. Primary matrix of tourism development indicators in forest areas
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Technical Economic Time Alternatives  Technical  Economic Time Alternatives
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2.55 2.95 2.55 C9 4.72 4.24 4.42 C1
3.14 3.26 3.24 C10 4,94 455 4.43 C2
3.12 3.97 3.53 Cl1 4.18 3.54 3.91 C3
3.66 3.98 4.02 C12 471 4.42 4,75 C4
3.37 3.68 3.18 C13 2.58 2.37 2.16 C5
2.13 1.87 2.06 Cl4 3.29 3.18 3.13 C6
4.24 3.55 3.14 C15 2.91 3.05 2.94 C7
2.33 2.52 2.19 C8
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Table 4. Normalized matrix indicators of tourism development in forest areas
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Time Economic  priority priority ~ ECOnOmIC  priority

priority priority priority

0.193 0.215 0.177 C9 0.344 0.313 0.341 C1
0.257 0.245 0.236 C10 0.343 0.344 0.362 C2
0.274 0.294 0.236 Cl11 0.308 0.265 0.304 C3
0.315 0.294 0.271 C12 0.363 0.337 0.343 C4
0.244 0.273 0.242 C13 0.165 0.175 0.193 C5
0.153 0.148 0.276 Cil4 0.246 0.234 0.233 C6
0.233 0.276 0.305 C15 0.226 0.234 0.212 Cc7

0.162 0.194 0.237 C8
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Table 5. Positive ideal solutions and negative ideal solutions
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Technical priority
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Economic priority
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Table 6- Distance between the alternatives and positive ideal solutions and negative ideal solutions

Sy Sit LM‘US Si Sit LQMJS
Alternatives Alternatives

0.089 0.284 C9 0.304 0.036 C1
0.148 0.202 C10 0.329 0.018 Cc2
0.196 0.172 Cl1 0.225 0.115 C3
0.233 0.121 C12 0.325 0.023 C4
0.168 0.185 C13 0.039 0.312 C5
0.002 0.339 Cl4 0.137 0.207 C6
0.195 0.156 C15 0.116 0.234 C7

0.055 0.305 C8
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Table 7. The results of ranking of effective factors on tourism development in forest areas
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1 0.948 b el 6 R8s 8 S e Gl 5,50k c2
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Abstract

Due to the increasing demand for tourism activities in forest areas, it is necessary to develop forest-
based tourism based on proper planning and in accordance with the needs of tourists and the natural
capacities of these areas. Therefore, in this study, the effective components of the development of forest-
based tourism were identified and prioritized. In this research, to identify the effective factors on the
development of tourism in proportion to the forest areas, the documentary method and the questionnaire
were used to prioritize them using the TOPSIS method. The panel of experts in the study included
university professors, tourism graduates, experts in the Cultural Heritage, Arts and Tourism
Organization and Natural Resources administration. According to the results, the components of
((review of concentrated tourism areas based on carrying capacity)) with a weight of 0.947,
((Development of the tourism value chain in tourism destinations)) with a weight of 0.933 and
((improving the transportation network)) with a weight of 0.893 are the first to third priorities. The most
important component known in the present study was ((review of concentrated tourism areas based on
carrying capacity)) which showed that any development including value chain development,
infrastructure and economic and social development of forest tourism areas without considering the
carrying capacity is not appropriate. The final result showed that considering the environmental aspect
for the development of forest-based tourism has critical importance.

Keywords: Empowerment, Community-based, Carrying capacity, Management, Tourism destinations.
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